Donna Ydberd

Short progam bios for perf orming or teaching. . .

PERFORMING BIO:

A 2008 Massachusetts Artists' Fellow in the Traditional Arts for fiddling, Donna Hébert was a pioneer in
the Boston contradance revival, cofounding seminal dance band Yankee Ingenuity in the 1970s and
running the Monday Scout House contradance for ten years. Winning an INDIE Award for 'Best String
Band' for her Hying Fish recording with edgy all-women's group Rude Girls in the 1980s, in the 1990s
Donna formed Franco-American heritage group Chanterelle with iconic Franco singer Josée Vachon,
recording tracks with them for a Smithsonian- Folkways anthology, "Mademoiselle, voulez vous
danser?" "Donna's fiddle speaks fluent francais,” says Boston Globe columnist and NPR commentator
Scott Alarik. Chanterelle performs in the northeast and are regulars at the Blackstone River Theatre in
Rhode Island. In 1999, Donna founded Groovemama with Albany NY fiddler Jane Rothfield.
Groovemama performs and teaches for festivals and camps and plays for concerts in the Northeast. In
2005 she formed The Beaudoin Legacy with Beaudoin family and friends to document, present and
preserve the music of Vermont's Beaudoin family. Funded through the NEA's American Masterpiece
Roster, the group has performed at major festivals in the Northeast. Donna also performsin a
Celtic/French-Canadian music duo with guitarist Max Cohen, featured on her new "In Full Bloom" CD of
French-Canadian fiddling. Max and Donna are joined by Donna's daughter, Molly Hebert-Wilson, and
fiddler Katherine Frst in their new Celtic and contemporary group, Mist Covered Mountains.

TEACHING BIO:

A 2008 Massachusetts Artists' Fellow in the Folk Arts, Donna HZbert was also named a Creative
Teaching Partner in Fiddling by the Massachusetts Cultural Council. A state and national American
Sring Teachers Association clinician and adjunct fiddle instructor at Amherst College, Donna works
with school music teachers in the northeast to develop a regional model and curriculum integrating
fiddling with school string instruction. "/ consider Donna to be at the forefront of the developing field of
fiddle pedagogy," says Dr. Alan Jbbour, Dir. (ret.), American Folklife Center, Library of Congress. With
seven Franco-American fiddle apprentices through the NEA's Master/Apprenticeship in the Traditional
Arts program, Donna also teaches and performs at schools, festivals, camps, concerts and workshops
both solo and with Groovemama, Mist Covered Mountains, Chanterelle and The Beaudoin Legacy.
Credits include Mark O'Connor's Strings Symposium, Wesleyan and Arizona Universities and the
Philadelphia and Old Songs Folk Festivals, where she leads participatory music programs every year for
ages 6-18. Donna is author and publisher of Fiddling Demystified for Strings, with a growing catalog of
instructional materials. Says string pioneer Darol Anger in his foreword to Donna’s Fddling
Demystified, Vol. I: A Practical Guide for String Players: "Donna gets it all right! | suspect that the
general level of fiddle knowledge and playing will take a major uptick soon after Fiddling Demystified is
published, just as other great music books such as Earl ScruggsQoriginal banjo book, O eill@ great Irish
fiddling reference and the infamous jazz Real Book influenced the course of musiciansQlives and work.O



